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MrsMarguerite A. lIs rt
YoungPeonl.e' s Librarian
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~ohLRochester Road
Tr~, Michigan i808h

Dear Mrs Hart:

Your uestion, ~at shou'd 8 lib~ary mean to young people', I
should li~e to an8Wer, not in a formal W8Y, such 8S in a
fully t.hought-sou+ and nr-enar-edstatement, but as if I were
as~ed the same question on 8 TTprogram, and I should have to
reply spontaneously.

For someonewhohas knownand lived with books all of his
rememberedlite--and that goes back more than fifty years--I
can only respond that it is no more necessary to justif,y ooks
than it is to justify food. It is as necessary to life, at
least my lite, as food is. Even as a young boy, whenI wasn't
sleening, eating, pl~ing with the girls, or dOing sane sort of
job, I was with books--usual1y books from a library, though we
did have them around the house, too. After I grew up, it was
just the same, excEpt that booksbecamepart of the job as well.

A single person, even a mi1lionaire, can't have all the \)ooks
he needs or wants or sees, for he hasri!t the snsee and often
the mon~, so where does he goT To the library.

For a younp person. it's more than that: it's usually in the
library, the school library or the public library, with their
great diversity of books--rarelv if ever found in a personal
collection--that he comes to see just howessential books are
to life. Andhowdo we begin to learn about ar,wthing: not in
a cl~ssroom, not from 8 teacher--as helprul and important as
they are--but from a book. Whereare most o£ those books' In
the library. Oneof my great friends, whobecame rich and well
known, was too poor to go to school beyond grannnarschool. He
always said 'that he was a graduate, an almnnus, of the public
library, :1nnthat was his university.

It really gives someonea bang to discover suddenly that res:ling
books csn be fun. Just oon't wa1.t too long to find this out--
think of all the hours md days of fun you'll miss. Go read a
book in the library. Now.

Cordially,
vtJ " .AJ:>.!);C-
Will~e~ -?
Director, American Studies Progran


