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To the young people using the Troy Publ ic Library:

I

I,

Back !n 1760, before the American Revolution, the President of

.Prmceton .compi Ied and published a catalogue of the College Library.

Here is a photograph of the way it began:

.The Defign ,of the Publication"

, '

~~~~ LARGE and -uull-forted Colletiio» of'Books on th4
~ A . -uarious Branches of Literature, is the mofl orna-
~ mental and ufefu! Furnuure of a College, and the
~~ mofl proper and valuable Fund with which it can

be eudouied, II is one of the beft Help: to enrich
the Minds botb of the Officers and Students with Knowledge; 'to
give them an extenji".Je Acquaintance witb Authors; and to lead
them beyond the narrow Limits of the Books to which they are
confined ill their }laud Studies and Recitations, that they may
expatiate at large thro' the boundlefs and variegated Fields 01 '/'
:Science. If they have Books always at Hand to conful: UPOlt

, 'wery Subjett that may occur to them, as dem(Nzding a more thoro'
. DifcujJion~ in their public Difputes, in the Courfe of tbeir pri-
'. -uate.Studies, in Comierfation, or their own fortuitous 'lho'ts;
, ,# wjJl mabie them ti invejligate TR UTH thro' her intricate
Recejfes; and to guard againft the Stratagems and .dffau ts 0/
Error: It will teach them Modefty and Selj.Dijjidmce, when
they perceiue tbe free and different Sentiments of Men equally

,great and good; and give' at leaft [ucb Hints, as their Inuouio»
.; :may afterwards 'improve upon, when they appear it: public Life,

,iF a Countrj"where Books are fa fcarce, and private Libraries
'/0 poor 'and feza, that their principa Refaurce muft be their
(}wit Invention. '

'Ihe College of New-jerfey is Jo evidently adapted and in-
fended for the .Ad7.J/JncemenJof Religi()n and uftful Learning
among all Denominations oj ProttjlanlS.., tba: it has been tb4
javouriJe Objett oj publi( Charity, both in Great-Britain and
Amcrica)/rQm ils fir;jJ InjJilution; .dnd bJ Ibal .d.l!tfltm(C
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What he was saying in that old-fashioned language was that in

a libr~ry you get to listen and think for yourself. You get not only enter-

tainment but a chance to find out about all sorts of interesting and

tmportantthtncs and you get different ideas and different points of,

v ew. Books give you a chance to get the facts, to find out what

different people think, and then to make up your own mind. This is

even more true today than it was in 1760, and it is one of the reasons

why books ate important to you .
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William S. Dix
Librartan, Princeton University
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