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Greetings, .

A letter from Mrs.Marguerite.A. Hart
the young people's librarian tells me the good
news th8t you are building a public library f~r
the first time in your noble city .-rid making a
special place for the young peo~le of your city.
We often in India, who are struggling to write
books to send them out into the rual areas of
this vast land feel a tremendous exaltation when
we he~r th~t you are establishing a section
especi8l1y ~for young people.

You citizens of ~dvanced city of
Michigan may think it strange that we have had
to write books to send into these rural ar8as.
It is because there are almost 380 million people
of this greQt republic of India who have not
learned to r-ead their own Languxge ,

You will all be intere8ted to know
th"'ltthe great Fa rd Four.dation th ··t stems
from our belo ved Michigan was the source who
provided the money for the establislnne~t of the
School of Writing for new liter'J.tes. I would like
to quote from our great America~ woman poet Emily
Dickenson who says,

"He ate and drank the precious words,
HiS spirit grew robust;
He knew no more th~t w he was poor,
Nor th'lt his frame was dust.
He dRnced along the dingy days
And this bequest of wings
Was but a book. What liberty
A loosened spirit brings. "

IT IS BETTER TO LIGHT A CANDLE ~ THAN TO CURSE THE DARKNESS
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It WqS only last yeqr that we h8d our greatest ye2cr
o f the distribution of books to ~he young people of
many s.reas, In fa.ct through jeeps and through. steady
devotion of those who bought their own bicycles and L~
a tin trunk on the back of their bicycles took thousands
and thousgnds of books into the villages for those vmo had
learned to read.

Altog9ther, last year our School of Writing through
the jeep and bicycles gave out 88,000 books and c~~ you
believe that we lost less then 1500 books. I 3m sure,
you feel th~t is a good record. We could not give these
young people children books but had to write books thgt
were especially written for their needs. The Government
of India, through its Department of Educ~tion bought 55,000
of the first book which we wrote " WE THE GOVERME:.-rr".
It began like this. "on that memorable day August 15, 1947,
you and I became ••the Government".

This was the first time that India had sensed that
she had become a true republic on that great day in 1947.
And ten years late_' we began building the School of '~riting
and writing bocks for these developing people.

In this era of changing society more books may have
to be written for the young people who are feeling this change
more tha~ yo u and I grown ups a re feeling.

When we first went to the villages to ask ~hem what
they would like to re=d when t.h ey co uld read easily. They
gave us three simple answers. The first w?s, "we want to
learn how to grow more food on our difficult wornout l~~d.
They were all f'srme rs , The second answer was, "we would
like to read our holy scrip1llures.They had he ord these holy
scriptures in pootry and prose from priests that went about
from village to village re2ding lovely scriptures to them.
The third 1'lnswerwas something you might not guess. They s8.id,
"we should like to read about the cinema". They were just
beginning to edge into the new world of motion pictures and
they wan t ed to kno w how it could happen And was 'ilhatVias
the meohsrn sm by which it could happen.

I should LLtce to tell you one of the great stories
t!"!2thas lived in India for thous-'nds of ya~rs. They ere
collected in 8. book called, ""Panchtantr" fl. (JDe of therr.I
shall never forget, because to children and young ~eople it
is so meard ngf'u'l , for the deep mearri.ngof this grcrt =tory
is th2t, "there is no one too small to da a great deed" •
And tile story is this. Th~~e W~9 a g1'e~t eegle mosterful
and high in q tree besides a swift flowing river. He looked
out upon the world kike 3. master and down below him he s-w
a struggli.ng li"1e of black :lnts trying to save their lives
in the vast overflowing river. Just then t ae greet eagl,e
looked down pnd sew their diff':"culty end he began picking
up little bitSl\twigs Q'fthe tree and threw them down in front
of the "'nts so that they could climb on to these twigs a.nd
then save their lives. He threw do wn tWing\i aft er twigs urrtiL
he sawall of these ants on the twigs c'.ndwere being w"lfted
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to the shore - snfe and so~~d.

The an t.s were hapj.y, They were saved.
But 89 they looked up dp.yafter day and wanted
''howccould we thank this gre"'t eagle who s9ved
our lives". The next day showed them how they
could help him. They saw the two legged one with
9. gun in his hand poised and ready to shoot down
their great master eagle thr't had saved their lives.
The leader of the ant said, co~e along each one,
rush up near this two Ie ged one - come quick~y.
And just then as the two legged one was about to
shoot - all the ants were at his leg bit'ing him,
his gun fell down. Sagle was saved 8nd the little
"lnts had saved their great benef'ec to r - master ep,gle.

I write this sdl<!7ryhoping that it may bring
you closer to the ~eople of India who have re~d this
story for thous?~d years and believe with us thet there
is no one too young or too small to do a noble deed.

My best wishes and congratulations go to you
who have buH t the library and to those in future
gene r-atn.on who will read the gret books on these shelves.

Sincerely youre~ • ('-Jl
)u(A;b~ ~
, ~ -- ..J' ( Welthy H. Fisher)


