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You asked me to write a letter to the children of Troy "Tho
will be ut LlLzing the new nub Lic library, t elLing them Tlhat
a ibrary can ffipanto them.

I believe it can offer them a life-line. The Dublic library
in Colorado nr-Lngs, and Lat er in Denver, did thLs for me ~'lhen
I was in .i m i o'rhigh and high school. -he 1Lbr-ar-vsirnnly
removed me from ~my conf i.nea-o-geog'r aph Lc a'l, racial, r-eIigiotls,
ethnic, national, etc. --and ooen ed up the wo r-Ld to me. I could
move into the n~st or future; other lAnds; the experiences of
ne onl,e ut rer-Ly different from me in background And ersonal
history.

I loved the life-line. Eao+i aturday, a high noi.nt of my 'J'eek
was the visit to the public library. I returned some half-dozen
books (I had f1 lly read some, browsed in others), spent a counle
of hours looking at various books and nerio~icals, then checked
out a nev batch of books (or, sometimes, A Ringle hook if it
-.,rerea ajor riew »r-oiect that ouLd su+e.Lv demand mo st of my
snar-e time for the next f ew days), Often rnv narneHas on T.Ta"t i.ng
l"sts for ce~tain boo~s, And it ~as a qreat thrill to find that
the wait had ~ot been in vain anrl the book ~as finally mine.

L"brRria s were helpful to me, especiAlly, of courRe, the
one or t 0 of them who saw in the plain, somewha t shy youth -"ho
confronted them ith yriad questions a human being with a
developing mind and snirit--and ent far out of their way to care
deenly.
I have loved reading ever since. It informs me, onens up my
mind to new conceots And ideas, lets my spirit soar--it is one
of the thin~s that transforms existence into life. I am
deli~hted that the new ublic library exists in Troy; may it ive.

All my best to vou,

Malcolm Boyd
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