
33 Arthur Ave. , S.E.
Minneapolis. Minnesota

23 April 1971
By dear l'ilrs hart:

You are kind enough to ask me to sa, some-
th ing to the ch r Ldr-en of Troy about their 11e,,[Library. If I wer e
there to talk with them, I might say something like this:

'\
\'Young friends --, You are lucky to have now 2, free library.
Until comparatively recent times there were no books for
children at all" their mothers told them stories" instead
of tha.t, unfortuna.tely, you have probably been wa.tcn ing
television 1 and that is mostly a, wa.st e of time. In a book
called The Tempest, by lrhlliam Shakespeare, you wi Ll aEnd
a descr i pt vve 1ine, "Turfy mountains "here live ni bbl in!,
aneep t", and it will be years before you will understand
just ho"lpoeefiiliul this line is, but even no", you ma.y see
that it e riches your mind more tnan half an hour of rl'V.

Some books you Ni11 want to own. I'IY d.au.jht er ( ho is
named Har-t na , aged ei.;ht) has read '1'he Wiza.rd of Ox nine
times. She has several hundred books a, d uses some of my
thousands. But she also uses every week both her school
library alJd our ciT,y library. She is wrapped up at the
moment in a 'life' of the wonderful womanHelen Keller
who was born blind and deaf but "W,S ta~cht 1 by another
wonder-f'uI woman, to r eao. a.id wri t e and speak. Uood
oiog'raph i.es w i LI tell you much about human Li f'e , aric, how
to live it 7 that y ou canno t learn from your parents and
teachers and friends. You might bebin now with one of
the Gospel narratives of the life of Christ, say IiIat-chew's,;
and when you are older, one of Professor .f!;rikson's great
biographies, Young_MaDuther or Gandhi_' s Tru:~_h, may
explode ilJto your own life, altering -its purpose. The
chief thing is to read as hard as you play, with~ the same
seriousness and a. zri nd wi~e 0E~n--for any book ;¥ou pick up
may make you sLowLy or suddenly as nappy as if you had a
new little sister.

You have a pretjry buildinG tor your OOOlCS. Go in,
and change your life. if

Yours faithfully,


