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Plea. ICU. my d lay in an~w ring your lett r. I've b n in
th mid t of acquiring a son, and life ha b n hectic. A~way,
I'v now had tim to conoid r your requ st, and I think I would
stand by th following stat~ment:

Since th beginning of civilization, m n hav felt the
n d to r ach out b yond th m elv a, to mak th att mpt to
knol other worlds b sid a th ir own and other p opl b sid••
th ir own kind of people. But along with this n d, m n hav
found th m Iv s trapp d by their own limitations. Lif is
hort, and ev n th strpng at of us is w ak; we cannot live
in mor than on world, w cannot br ak through th barrier
of our own individuality. W. are doom d to be our elv a, wh n
w yearn to b v rybody.

an inv nt d books to help him out of this dil. mma.
Through books w can r alize, in part, our ild ambition.
Through book. w can catapult our imaginations into tho.
world. that our bodies can n v r r ach. Wh n w r ad history
w d moli h th pri on of tim and b com on with th m n
of the past. Wh n w read book about sci nc or
politic or curr nt affairs, l'1 b com. on with tho. million.
of our own cont mporari • whom we ~ill n v r • Above all,
when w, re d po ms or plays or stori s, ware drawn into th.
inn r lives, the f ling and thought, of other soul. we
could nev r have imaginod for our lve.

A library, th n, is th mo t important institution a
civilization can ere t , the mo t important building a town
c n build. It h Ips us b com mor than our elves, and this
ia the only lay of b ing truly human.

Sinc r ly,


